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The University of Lleida and HIPRA successfully
complete the first edition of the Master's Degree in
Bovine Health

The first edition has trained 25 veterinary professionals from across Spain in bovine health,
animal welfare and the sustainability of cattle production

The initiative reflects HIPRA and the University of Lleida's commitment to providing veterinary
professionals with up-to-date, specialised training

20 october 2026 - The University of Lleida (UdL) and HIPRA have successfully completed the first
edition of the Master's Degree in Bovine Health, Animal Welfare and Sustainability of Cattle
Production, a joint educational initiative designed to equip veterinary professionals with up-to-
date knowledge and practical skills to address the current challenges facing the cattle industry.

A total of 25 veterinarians from across Spain have participated in this first edition, which has
combined the UdL's academic expertise with the practical experience of professionals directly
involved in veterinary practice and livestock production.

Feedback on this first edition has been highly positive, both in terms of the participation and
commitment of the enrolled professionals and the expertise of the specialists involved, as well as
the combination of theoretical and practical content. The programme's positive reception
reinforces the commitment of the UdL and HIPRA to continuing education and specialised training
for professionals in the sector.

Continuing education and specialisation for veterinarians

The collaboration agreement between HIPRA and the UdL extends beyond a single qualification.
It was established with the aim of offering a range of postgraduate training programmes to
promote continuing education and specialisation among veterinarians working in both beef and
dairy cattle production.

The master's programme has been academically coordinated by Dr Ramon Armengol, a lecturer
in the Department of Animal Science at the UdL, where he teaches and coordinates courses in
Ruminant Clinical Practice and Health, and Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, as part of the Double
Degree in Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science and Production. His research focuses primarily
on improving animal health. Armengol has more than 25 years of experience in veterinary clinical
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practice and ruminant reproduction. Meanwhile, the corporate leadership and management of the
project have been overseen by Dr lvan Mato, who holds a PhD in Veterinary Medicine and is a

member of HIPRA's Ruminant Technical Services team.

Alongside them, leading professionals from various fields have contributed to the programme,
including university lecturers, researchers, diagnostic laboratory specialists and veterinarians
from different HIPRA departments, ranging from R&D to Technical Services.

Armengol and Mato emphasise that "this first edition has confirmed both the interest in and the
need for highly specialised training that is closely connected to the day-to-day realities of field
veterinarians. The commitment shown by participants and the exchange of experiences between
professionals, lecturers and specialists have been particularly enriching."

They also point out that "the livestock industry and the veterinary profession are undergoing
significant changes driven by evolving societal and consumer expectations. Specialisation in
animal health, welfare and sustainability enables veterinarians to provide better professional
services and helps farms become more efficient, profitable and better adapted to emerging
needs."

Mato adds that "collaboration with field veterinarians is an essential part of HIPRA's work. The
company has a long-standing commitment to providing professional support services, including
laboratory diagnostics and statistical analysis of production data."

Flexible training closely aligned with industry needs

The master's programme has been delivered through a modular structure, designed to facilitate
participation by practising professionals and provide greater academic flexibility.

Throughout the programme, participants have explored different aspects of bovine health, animal
welfare and sustainability, combining online theoretical sessions with practical training and a
project focused on real-world cattle production.

Online classes, delivered through the UdL's learning platform, have been complemented by in-
person practical sessions, allowing participants to apply their newly acquired knowledge to real-
life field situations.

The practical sessions have taken place at various locations across Spain, exposing participants
to the different realities of both dairy and beef cattle production. Most participants are practising
professionals from different regions of the country who work with dairy farms, suckler cow herds

and calf fattening operations.
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These sessions have also encouraged the exchange of knowledge and experiences among
professionals from diverse backgrounds and working environments, strengthening collaborative
learning and helping to build professional connections.

A second edition to ensure the programme's continuity

Following the success of the first cohort, the University of Lleida and HIPRA are already working
towards launching a second edition of the master's programme, which is expected to begin early
next year.

The positive response to the programme and the experience gained during its first edition will
provide a solid foundation for further consolidating an educational initiative designed to address
the real needs of veterinary professionals and support the ongoing development of the cattle
industry.

"The outcome of this first edition has been extremely positive and encourages us to keep moving
forward. We want this master's programme to become an established platform for training,
professional development and knowledge exchange among veterinarians working in the cattle
industry. That is why we intend to launch a second edition early next year," conclude Armengol
and Mato.

About the ETSEAFIV Campus - University of Lleida

The ETSEAFIV campus (School of Agri-Food, Forestry and Veterinary Engineering) at the University
of Lleida has established itself as Catalonia's leading campus for agri-food, forestry and veterinary
sciences, as well as one of Spain's foremost centres for education, research and innovation applied
to the agri-food sector.

Founded in 1972 with the introduction of Agricultural Technical Engineering studies, the
institution has spent more than fifty years leading the generation and transfer of knowledge in
strategic areas that contribute to economic development, sustainability and food safety.

Today, ETSEAFIV trains the professionals who will address major global challenges related to food
production, animal health, the bioeconomy, forest management, environmental sustainability
and biotechnology. With approximately 1,300 students, a community of nearly 200 lecturers and
researchers, and an academic offering that includes bachelor's degrees, double degrees,
university master's programmes, international Erasmus Mundus programmes and doctoral
studies, the School has become one of Southern Europe's leading knowledge centres in life
sciences and agri-food systems.

Another of its key strengths lies in a unique scientific ecosystem that integrates teaching, research
and knowledge transfer. The campus is home to state-of-the-art facilities such as the UdL-IRTA
Centre and maintains close ties with Agrotecnio, a research centre of excellence internationally
recognised for its advances in crop production, plant health, food quality and safety,
biotechnology and the sustainability of agricultural systems.

This concentration of research talent, technological capabilities and strong connections with the
productive sector has positioned Lleida as one of Europe's leading hubs for agri-food innovation.
Further strengthening this ecosystem is the Torrelameu Veterinary Teaching Surgery Unit,
ETSEAFIV-UdL's university veterinary hospital. This specialised facility is equipped with advanced
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diagnostic imaging technology, surgical equipment and specialised clinical services, enhancing
the School's excellence in education and research while reinforcing its direct links with the
veterinary and livestock sectors.

ETSEAFIV is also committed to educational innovation through the creation of SIMVET (Veterinary
Simulation and Self-Learning Centre), a pioneering facility incorporating immersive technologies,
virtual reality, clinical simulators, ultrasound equipment, an osteological collection and advanced
anatomical models for veterinary students.

This facility enables students to develop clinical and surgical skills in a safe, highly specialised
environment before working with live animals, in line with the latest international
recommendations for veterinary education.

Together, ETSEAFIV, the Agrotecnio research centre, the UdL-IRTA Centre, the Torrelameu
Veterinary Hospital and the new SIMVET facility form a unique university and scientific ecosystem
in Lleida, one of a kind in Southern Europe. This ecosystem brings together education, research,
innovation and knowledge transfer to address the major agri-food and animal health challenges
of the 21st century.

About HIPRA

HIPRA is a biotechnology pharmaceutical company focused on prevention for animal and human
health (One Health), offering a wide range of highly innovative vaccines and advanced diagnostic

services.

Through its brand claim, "Building immunity for a healthier world", HIPRA reaffirms its

commitment to developing solutions that contribute to improving global health.

The company has a strong international presence, with 40 wholly owned subsidiaries, 3 R&D
centres and 6 production centres strategically located in Europe (Spain) and the Americas
(Brazil). In addition, its extensive international distribution network enables the company to

market its products in nearly 100 additional countries, reaching all five continents.

Research and development are at the core of HIPRA's expertise. The company allocates
approximately 15% of its annual turnover to R&D activities and infrastructure, focusing on
the development and application of the latest scientific advances to create innovative vaccines of

the highest quality.

HIPRA has a vaccine portfolio based on different technological platforms. Its R&D teams work with

a broad range of technologies and biological modalities.
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To further enhance its expertise in vaccination, the company also develops medical devices and

traceability services for animal health.

Press contacts:

Universitat de Lleida-ETSEAFiV: Sotsdireccid de Recerca i Divulgaci6 - divulgacio.etseafic@udl.cat
-973702501

HIPRA: Ivette Ballesteros - press@hipra.com - 972 43 06 60
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